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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE VLDB 2011 GENERAL CHAIR 
 
 
On behalf of the conference committee for VLDB 2011, it is my pleasure to welcome you to Seattle and 
the state of Washington for the 37th International Conference on Very Large Data Bases.  

VLDB is a premier international forum for data management and database researchers, vendors, 
practitioners, application developers, and users. The conference will feature two keynotes, research talks, 
industry presentations, panels, tutorials, demonstrations, and eleven workshops. The program covers a 
wide range of topics in data management, database and information systems research. Data 
management and databases remain one of the key technical underpinnings of a broad variety of 
applications.  

Seattle is the largest city in Washington State with over 3.3 million residents in the Seattle metropolitan 
area, around half of the state’s population. The city is situated on the shores of Puget Sound, a long 
narrow inlet from the Pacific Ocean. It has a vibrant economy with many well-known companies in 
aerospace, software, and retailing. University of Washington is one of the top research universities in the 
country and is particularly renowned for its medical education, care and research. Many companies and 
research centers in the medical and biological fields are clustered near the university. Washington State is 
also a major fruit and wine producer with vast orchards and vineyards east of the Cascade Mountains. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to sample some excellent Washington wines!  

The conference would not have been possible without the efforts of many people. Thanks are due to the 
Technical Program Chairs - Dr. Jose Blakeley and Dr. Joe Hellerstein, and their team of track program 
chairs: Research track – Dr. Nick Koudas, Dr. Wolfgang Lehner, and Dr. Sunita Sarawagi; Industrial and 
Applications track – Dr. Berthold Reinwald and Dr. Phil Bohannon; Demo track – Dr. Jignesh Patel and Dr. 
Masatoshi Yoshikawa; and Tutorial track – Dr. Qiang Lou, and Dr. Gerome Miklau.  Thanks also for the 
efforts of the workshop co-chairs Dr. Luis Gravano and Dr. Chris Jermaine and the Ph.D. Workshop chair 
Dr. Philippe Bonnet. Many, many thanks go to Dr. Uwe Roehm (Proceedings chair), Dr. Arnd Christian 
König (Local Organization chair), Dr. Magda Balazinska (Treasurer), Dr. David Dewitt (Sponsorship chair), 
Dr. Justin Levandoski (Webmaster), Dr. Yasin Silva (Program Booklet organizer), and the student 
volunteers. The contributions of the University of Washington Conference Management Team, ably led by 
Ms. Jan Kvamme, were invaluable and saved the organizers many sleepless nights. 

We are grateful for the generous support of our sponsors: Platinum Sponsors – Facebook, Google, 
Microsoft and Oracle; Gold Sponsors - EMC, IBM, SAP, and Sybase; Silver Sponsors - HP, NEC, TPC, and 
Yahoo!, and Workshop Sponsors – Intelius (QDB) and Microsoft (LADIS). 

Last but not least, our sincere thanks go to the authors of papers and demos, the many reviewers, the 
speakers, and everybody who contributed to the program. Without your contributions there would be no 
conference.  

Welcome and enjoy the conference and your time in Seattle! 
   
 
 

Per-Åke (Paul) Larson, Microsoft Research  
VLDB 2011 General Chair 
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MESSAGE FROM THE VLDB 2011 GENERAL PROGRAM CHAIRS 
 
 
Welcome to VLDB 2011 in Seattle! After a year of hard work from authors, reviewers, conference and 
journal organizers, we are excited to join in the community discussion at the conference. 

VLDB kicks off this year with keynote talks from two speakers who provide a broad view of the landscape 
of data-driven technologies and their applications: Tim O'Reilly of O'Reilly Media, and David Campbell of 
Microsoft.  We're delighted they were able to set aside time from their schedules to join us. 

VLDB 2011 marks the end of the first year of a new experiment in paper reviewing and conference 
presentations designed by the VLDB Endowment.  The Research Track of this year's conference consists 
of the full set of papers that appeared in the 2011 volume of the Proceedings of the VLDB Endowment 
(PVLDB).  PVLDB is a journal consisting of short "conference-style" papers, with a monthly process 
designed to promote timely submission, review, and revision of scholarly results.  We are grateful to the 
community of authors, reviewers and conference officers who worked year-round to make this 
experiment a reality.  We also thank VLDB Proceedings Chair Uwe Röhm and PVLDB Editor-in-Chief H. V. 
Jagadish for their coordination and guidance in handling the rolling publication of PVLDB papers from the 
Research Track, as well as the final conference proceedings. 

As in previous years, VLDB 2011 includes technical papers in research and industrial tracks, as well as a 
strong set of workshops, tutorials, demos and panels.  In addition, as is traditional, selection committees 
singled out two research papers for recognition. The 10-year Best PaperAward for the paper from VLDB 
2001 that has had the largest impact is “Generic Schema Matching with Cupid” by Jayant Madhavan, 
Philip A. Bernstein, and Erhard Rahm. The VDLB 2011 Best Paper Award is “RemusDB: Transparent High-
Availability for Database Systems” by Umar Farooq Minha, Shriram Rajagopalan, Brendan Cully, Ashraf 
Aboulnaga, Ken Salem, and Andrew Warfield. We are grateful to the 10-year award selection committee 
consisting of Divesh Srivastava, Bettina Kemme, and Tova Milo; and the best paper award selection 
committee consisting of Umesh Dayal, Donald Kossman, and Stan Zdonik for their contribution.   

This year's conference includes a Challenges and Vision Track held in coordination with the Computing 
Community Consortium (CCC).  The track emphasizes visionary ideas, long term challenges, and 
opportunities in data-centric research that are outside of the current mainstream topics of the field. 
Submissions were judged on the extent to which they expand the possibilities and horizons of the field.  
The CCC sponsored three awards for best papers in the Challenges and Vision Track, which will be 
announced at the conference. 

This year's edition of VLDB received 553 submissions to the research track, of which 100 papers (18.1%) 
were accepted.  We received 298 submissions (54%) spread from April 1, 2010 to February 1, 2011 for 
an average of 27 papers per month plus 255 submissions (46%) for the March 1, 2011 deadline. We 
would like to encourage the community to submit their work more evenly throughout the year.  

The industrial and applications track received 41 submissions, of which 12 papers (27%) were accepted.  
The demonstrations track received 89 submissions, of which 28 (31%) were accepted. 

Our sincere thanks to all our colleagues who volunteered to serve as conference officers, program 
committee members and reviewers on this year's VLDB and PVLDB.  We want to especially acknowledge 
the Research Track Co-Chairs – Wolfgang Lehner, Sunita Sarawagi and Nick Koudas – who took on the 
relentless task of driving the PVLDB review process to a conclusion every month. In addition, we would 
like to thank Berthold Reinwald and Phil Bohannon for handling the industry and applications track; 
Jignesh Patel and Masatoshi Yoshikawa for handling the demonstrations program; Qiong Luo and Gerome 
Miklau for handling the tutorials program.  
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We are also extremely grateful to General Chair Paul Larson and PVLDB Editor-in-Chief H.V. Jagadish, 
who calmly guided us all through this year's challenging new format. The staff at Microsoft’s Conference 
Management Toolkit deserves recognition for their help in customizing CMT to accommodate the new 
structure of PVLDB and the VLDB conference.  

  
Joseph M. Hellerstein, University of California – Berkeley 
José Blakeley, Microsoft  
VLDB 2011 General Program Chairs 


