
Preface 

VLDB Conferences have played a pivotal role in catalyzing the development, furtherance and 
deployment of databa.se technology. These conferences have provided forums for the dissemination 
and discussion of databa.se techniques and their applications. They have also served as platforms 
where new techno1ogica.l direct ions and a.rea.s for research in databases have been initiated. 

The Programme Committee for VLDB 93 strived to continue this tradition. In addition, it 
made a special effort to further the goal of VLDB to lead the reporting and stimulation of new 
research directions. As you will note, the scientific programme this year contains several papers 
on novel and challenging a.pplications of database technology in designing and building complex 
information systems. The programme has been complemented by an excellent set of tutorials, 
thought-provoking pa.nels, and invit,ccl talks on futuristic topics. 

Over 500 authors contributc~d t.o t,he total of 311 papers submitt,ed for refereeing by the Programme 
Committees. In all, 3.3 countries were represented. 

Each paper was ca.refully eva.luat,etl by at lea.st three programme committee members on the 
basis of originality, techllica,l quality, presenta.tion, and releva.nce to VLDB. The result is the 
interesting and va.luable set of 5-l scientific pa.pers contained in this proceedings. The proceedings 
also contains the text, of invited talks and panel positions available at the time of going to press. 

We want to thank the a.uthors for providing us with the high quality papers; members of the 
programme commit.tee a.nd t,he other referees for their time-consuming and meticulous work in 
judging the pa.pers; and invited speakers for sharing with us all their vision of the future. Further 
thanks must go to everyone on the Organising Committee under the able and energetic leadership 
of Jane Grimson and Se& Baker and to the VLDB Endowment and Sponsors for their support. 

A very special thank you to Cao I-Iua, Debbie Sandman and Isobel Stewart for their assistance- 
their help at different sta.ges of programme prepara.tion has been essential. 

Rakesh Agrawal a.ncl David Bell 
Programme Comnziftee Co-Chairs 
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