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Letter from the VLDB 2017 Program Chairs

The 43rd International Conference on Very Large Data Bases was held in Munich, from 28
August to 1 September 2017, organized locally by general chairs Alfons Kemper and Thomas
Neumann. The conference was very successful, drawing 1018 registered attendees from 46
countries.

The technical program of VLDB 2017 included presentations of 131 research papers from Issues
1-11 of Volume 10 of PVLDB, plus 8 research papers from Issue 14 of Volume 9. The papers in
this final issue (Issue 13) of Volume 10 will be “rolled over” for presentation at VLDB 2018. The
technical program also included 20 industrial papers, 34 demonstrations, and 8 tutorials, all of
which are collected in Issue 12 of Volume 10.

Each year, the VLDB conference confers a best paper award. For VLDB 2017, we compiled a
shortlist of best paper candidates based on reviews and on nominations from the Volume 10
Associate Editors. The papers on this shortlist were carefully reviewed by a Best Paper Selection
Committee consisting of three distinguished members of the PVLDB Review Board: Alan
Fekete, Meichun Hsu, and S. Sudarshan. The Committee unanimously selected the following
paper, from Volume 10, Issue 5, as the winner of the 2017 Best Paper award:

Provenence for Natural Language Queries
Daniel Deutch, Nave Frost, and Amir Gilad

In the words of the Committee: The award is conferred on this paper for its innovation and
potential for impact, in the area of natural language interfaces to databases. A novel aspect of
this work is its focus on giving meaningful answers in natural language, along with
explanations, to a natural language query. Two key insights of the paper are to generate
answers by leveraging the structure from the original NL queries, and to provide simpler
explanations by factorizing and summarizing provenance. User studies and performance results
in the paper show the value and practicality of the proposed approach.

The VLDB conference also confers an annual award for best demonstration, chosen by an Demo

Track awards committee after viewing the demos at the conference. For 2017, two
demonstrations were selected to share the Best Demo award:

GRAPE: Parallelizing Sequential Graph Computations
Wenfei Fan, Jingbo Xu, Yinghui Wu, Wenyuan Yu, Jiaxin Jiang

Interactive Navigation of Open Data Linkages
Erkang Zhu, Ken Pu, Fatemeh Nargesian, Renee Miller
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Volume 10 of PVLDB, and the VLDB 2017 conference, would not have been possible without the
hard work of the Associate Editors and the Review Board. This year, we established a process
to identify and recognize particularly effective members of the Review Board. These reviewers
consistently produce fair, informative, and timely reviews, and participate constructively in the
discussion and decision-making process. To help identify top reviewers, we collected review
feedback from authors, and also solicited nominations from the Associated Editors. Ultimately,
we chose 9 members of the Review Board (about 5%) to receive this recognition. As
announced at the conference, they are:

PVLDB 2017 Top Reviewers
Alan Fekete
Johann Gamper
Joseph Gonzales
Allison Holloway
Meichun Hsu
Konstantinos Karanasos
Jeff Pound
S. Sudarshan
Xiaodong Zhang

We would like to thank all of the members of the Review Board, as well as the Associated
Editors, for their efforts.

Peter Boncz and Ken Salem
PVLDB Volume 10 Editors in Chief
VLDB 2017 Program Committee Chairs
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